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Meanwhile it is enough to observe that the countries in which democratic government has most attracted
the interest of the people and drawn talent from their ranks have been Switzerland and the United States,
especially those northern and western States in which rural local government has been most developed.
These examples justify the maxim that the best school of democracy, and the best guarantee for its
success, is the practice of local self-government. (James Bryce. Modern Democracies)
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